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Business 100 -- Business English- Chapter 11 Notes:

 This week we are going to be covering Subject-Verb Agreement. This means:

· Understanding single vs. plural verbs
· Subjects vs. subject phrases

· Understanding joined subjects

· Understanding verb use with collective nouns

Subject Verb Agreement

There must be agreement between the subject of a sentence and the verb that is used. If you have a single subject, you use a single verb. If you have a plural subject, you use a plural verb. Many single verbs end in 's' – which of course is the exact opposite for nouns. Examples:


Single

Use


Plural

Use



Is

he is


are

they are



Was

he was


were

they were



Walks

he walks

walk

they walk

Special Cases


In many cases the subject of the verb is separated from the verb by a phrase. This does not change the subject-verb agreement. You must figure you which word is the actual subject and use the appropriate verb. Disregard the intervening phrase and figure out the subject-verb agreement from there. This also holds true for inverted sentences where the subject appears after the verb.
Compound Subjects


· AND – When two nouns are joined by 'and' use a plural verb unless both nouns refer to exactly the same thing or person
· OR/NOR/EITHER/NEITHER – When two nouns are joined by any of these words, the verb should agree with the subject that is closest to it.

· MANY A/EACH/EVERY – If a subject follows one of these words or phrases, it is considered single and takes a single verb. Other words that always take a single verb are: anybody, anyone, anything, everybody, everyone, everything, no one, nobody, nothing, one, somebody, someone, and something.
· MANY/SEVERAL – These pronouns require a plural verb. Do not confuse 'many' with 'many a' such as in 'many a person' vs. 'many people'.

· ALL/ANY/MORE/MOST/NONE/SOME – These words can take either a plural or a single verb depending on how they are use. They can refer to either a singular or plural thing.

· A NUMBER/THE NUMBER: - When these phrases are followed by the word 'of', the word 'the' takes a single verb, and the word 'a' takes a plural verb.

· IF/WISH – These words typically indicate that the 'subjective mood' is being used. Even if the subject is singular, they should take a plural verb. For example: 'I wish I were going' or 'if he were here'.
Collective Nouns:

· If a collective noun (such as 'team' or 'minutes') refers to a group as a single unit, it should be treated as a singular subject.

· If the collective noun is referring to the individual members within the unit, it is treated as a plural subject.

· When using a fractional amount, the verb agrees with the noun closest to it – such as in: 'the majority of people are' or 'the majority of the book is'.

Linking Verbs:


Linking verbs must agree with the subject of the sentence, not its subject complement.
Vocabulary

Conflict resolution

Feedback

Burnout

Rapport
