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Business 100 -- Business English- Chapter 5 Notes:

 This week we are going to be covering compound and possessive nouns. This means:

· Forming plurals and possessives

· Noun 'cases'

The last chapter went over rules for forming plural forms of nouns. This chapter deals with how to form possessive forms of both singular and plural nouns. The possessive form of a noun indicates ownership such as:



Mary's cat was sick

In the example above we are adding an apostrophe 's' to the noun Mary to indicate that the cat belongs to her.

Things to look for:

Compound Nouns:


A compound noun is a noun that it is made up of two separate words. Sometimes both of these words are nouns themselves such as:  


house and boat ---------------- houseboat

Sometimes these words are not both nouns:


take and over ---------------- takeover

When we combine these words together to make up a new word, we treat them as a single word and pluralize them accordingly. Sometimes the only way to know if you should join two words is to consult the dictionary. 

Other combination words are joined by a hyphen instead of just being stuck together. When this happens we must pluralize them by a different set of rules that change depending on what the words are.

· Combined words: follow normal rules

· Two or more hyphenated nouns: pluralize the most important word

· Hyphenated words without nouns: pluralize the last word

· Compound nouns that are not joined: pluralize the most important word

Noun Cases:


There are three basic functions a noun can have in a sentence. These determine the 'case' of the noun (or version of the noun). The three basic cases are nominative, objective and possessive.


Nominative:  These are your 'normal' nouns -- such as your sentence subject. They can also be appositives (since they redefine the subject), or subject compliments (which also redefine the subject).


Objective:  The word itself explains these types of nouns. They are objects:  direct objects, indirect objects, objects of the proposition or objects of infinites. 


Possessive: These nouns declare ownership in some manner and do not retain their normal form. This means that they are changed in someway -- typically by adding an apostrophe 's' to the end of them.

Rules for creating possessive nouns:

· If the noun is singular add an apostrophe s ('s) to the end of it.

· If the noun is plural add an apostrophe all by itself to the ending s

· If the noun is an irregular plural noun (meaning it doesn't end in s), add an apostrophe s ('s)

· If the noun is singular and already ends in s, we add the apostrophe to the end -- but it is also becoming more acceptable to add an apostrophe and an other s. The rule of thumb on this is to be consistent and choose the least awkward looking form.

cat


cat's

dogs

dogs'

child

children's

Moses

Moses' (adding a third s might look awkward)

Charles
Charles's (this word could go either way since the extra s doesn't really look awkward)
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